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LATIN INSCRIPTIONS FROM CORINTH 



Lucius Aquillius Florus 

5 (Fig. 1) White marble block. Height 0.97 m. Width 
0.47 m. Thickness 0.35 m. Found in a room immediately east 
of Pirene, June 1910. 

Transcription: 

L{ucio) A]quillio C{aii) f(ilio) Pom(ptina tribu) 

Fl]oro Turciano Gallo 

X vir(o)] stlitib{v^) iud{icandis) trihiuno) milit{um) leg{ionis) 

Vim Mac{edonicae) 

proq]uaest{ori) Cypro ex auctoritate Aug{usti) 

?tr{ibuno) pl(ebis)] pr{aetori) proco{n)s{uli) provinciae Ach[ai{ae) 
Ti{berius) Clavdiius) Anaxilas et Ti(berius) Claudi{us) [fOptatus 
II v] ir(i) quinq{uennales) sua pecunia [f{ecerunt) 

In line 5 the distance from the first bar of the last letter to the 
right side of the block is 0.045 m. In line 4 the letters run to 
0.02 m. from the edge of the stone. There seems to be room for 
two more letters in Une 5. 

An inscription found at Athens* is repeated here because of 
its close connection with the stone at Corinth. 
Liucio) Aquillio C(aii) f(ilio) Pom{ptina tribu) Flora 
Turciano Gallo / X vir{o) stl(itibus) iud{icandis) tribuno mil{itum) 
leg(ionis) Villi / Macedonic{ae) quaestor {i) imp{eratoris) 

Caesar (is) 
Aug{usti) I proquaest(ori) provinc{iae) Cypri tr(ibuno) pl{ebis) 
pr{aetori) proco(n)s{uli) Achaiae 
'H ^ovKq i} i^ 'kptlov wayov Kal 17 iSouXi) t&v 
e^cucoaioiv Ka[i] & Stj/ms A. 'AkvXKiov <l>Xwpov 
TovpKiavdv rdXXov avdinrarov iivolas hiKev rrjs irpos 7171' toXii'. 
'Exi Upias 'linroffffdevlSos rfjs NikokX[^]oi'j Tlipcukws dvyarpos. 

No argument is necessary to show that the man named in the 
inscription at Corinth is the same as the one honored by the 
Athenian inscription. The names are identical and the offices 

1 See A.J.A. XXII, 1918, pp. 189-197. 
2C./.L. Ill, 551, add. p. 985. 

American Journal of Archaeology, Second Series. Journal of the 1 £»o 

Archaeological Institute of America. Vol. XXIII (1919), No. 2. iOO 



164 



L. R. DEAN 



are enumerated in the same order. The stones were erected by 
different persons and probably at different times. 

Mommsen has discussed the relation of this Aquillius Florus 
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FiGrRE 1. — Latin Inscriptiok trom Corinth, No. 5. 

to others of the same name in the commentary on the Athenian 
inscription. His suggestion is that this Aquillius Florus is the 
father of the III vir monetalis about the year 20 B.C. who bears 
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the same name. Both stones record the office of decemvir stlitibus 
iudicandis as the first held by AquilUus and following this comes 
the military tribunate held in the legio Villi Macedonica. Up 
to the time of finding this stone that legion was known only from 
the inscription at Athens and its editor has suggested that the 
legio Vim Macedonica may be the same as legio IX triumphatrix 
and legio IX Hispana, the name Macedonica being due to its 
bravery at Philippi.^ 

The next office to be mentioned on the stone at Athens is that 
of quaestor imperatoris Caesaris Augusti. The Corinthian stone- 
cutter either did not have any such office mentioned in his 
copy or he confused it with the next office, that of proquaestor 
of Cyprus, to which are added the words ex auctoritate Augusti. 
It seems not unlikely that the form Cypro on the stone is due to 
the stone-cutter. It will be noticed that the combination of let- 
ters PRO appears twice in the next line and must have occurred 
at the beginning of line 4 so that the cutter, whose knowledge of 
Latin may have been small, was led to cut an '0' where an 'I' was 
written in his copy. 

In this discussion it is assumed that the quaestorship was not 
indicated in the original document from which the inscription was 
copied and that the stone preserves only the mention of the pro- 
quaestorship which Aquillius held in Cyprus on the authority, 
that is, on the appointment, of Augustus. As is well known the 
office of proquaestor is not uncommon in the time of the Republic, 
but for the imperial period the office is not often mentioned. 
Appointment of a proquaestor could be made by the governor of 
a province in case of a vacancy caused by the death or necessary 
absence of a quaestor. Or it sometimes happened that the 
number of quaestors appointed proved to be insufficient for all 
the provinces and someone who had already served as quaestor 
was named to fill out the number with the title of proquaestor. 
Cassius Dio speaks of two occasions, in 24 b.c. and 16 a.d., 
when such an appointment was found necessary.^ 

If one turns to the history of the province of Cyprus during the 
early part of the principate of Augustus it will be noted that 
Cyprus became an imperial province in 27 b.c, probably still 
attached to Cilicia. Five years later Augustus turned it over 
to the Senate.* 

1 CIli. V, 397; von Domaszewski, Jh. Oest. Arch. I. II, 1899, Beiblatt, p. 83. 

2 Cass. Dio, LIII, 28; LVII, 16. 
' Cass. Dio, LIV, 4. 
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It does not seem improbable, therefore, that on account of the 
addition of this province to the senatorial provinces there was an 
insufficient number of quaestors for that year and the Emperor 
asked his former quaestor Aquillius to serve as proquaestor in 
Cyprus until the Senate could elect officers in the usual way. It 
is possible, of course, that the dative Cypro on the stone is correct, 
and that we should explain it by saying that Aquillius was pro- 
quaestor for Cyprus on the appointment of Augustus. 

The reading of the inscription at Athens gives good ground for 
the restoration at the beginning of line 5 of the letters indicating 
the office of tribune of the plebs. Following the praetorship 
Aquillius became proconsul of the province of Achaia. The date 
of his administration of the province has been given by Ruggiero^ 
as before the battle at Actium, i.e., before the year 31 b.c. That 
he could have been appointed as proconsul so early seems doubt- 
ful. Achaia was not constituted as a separate province until 27 
B.C. The proconsulship certainly followed the proquaestorship 
and reasons have been given for assigning the latter office to the 
year 22 b.c. However, in 15 a.d. Achaia became an imperial 
province so that Aquillius was governor there before that date. 
All the indications, therefore, point to some date not many years 
after 22 b.c, possibly about 14 or 12 b.c. 

The inscription concludes with the names of the dedicators. 
The repetition of the letters Ti. and the use of the nominative 
plural Clavdi{i) indicates that two cognomina are to follow. 
One, Anaxilas, is preserved, the other is lost. The name Tibe- 
rius Claudius Anaxilas is known from Corinthian coins struck 
during the principate of Nero.^ From other coins of this period 
we learn the name of another duumvir of Corinth, Tiberius Clau- 
dius Optatus, and the restoration of the cognomen Optatus is 
made in the transcription of the Corinthian inscription given 
above. Why these men paid for the setting up of an inscription 
in honor of a governor of the province who held office at least a 
half-century earlier, we may never know. It is not unreasonable 
to suppose that they restored an inscription which had been set 
up many years before. 

' Dizionario di ant. Rom., s. v. 'Achaia.' 
2 Cohen, I, p. 304. 
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Marcus Agkippa 
6 (Fig. 2) Bluish marble block. Height 0.50 m. Width 
0.465 m. Thickness about 0.44 m. Found April 3, 1899, prob- 
ably north of Pirene. 
Transcription : 

M{arco) Agrippae co{n)s{uli) 
tert{io) tribiunida) potest{ate) 
d{edit) d{edicavit) tribus Vinicia 
patrono 
Marcus Agrippa was consul 
for the third time in 27 b.c. 

and received the tribunician B » / » /^ D I OD /C C /" 
power in 18 b.c. He died in IM'AulVl 1 T AtV - 
12 B.C. This inscription was t TppTlTDlo.p/^-T' rcTJ 
set up then between 18 and 12 W ' trvrl W D't Ul till 
B.C., possibly about 16 b.c, ^p-DTKIBVS-VlNlCIy 
when he passed through Cor- tf^^^^P AT RAMA 
inth on his way to the East, *««:W4. A lAUNU 
or on his return in 12 b,c.i 
The dedication to Agrippa on 
the large base at Athens^ is not 
dated. Although thetrihunicia 
potestas is not there recorded, ^g™^ 2.— Latin Inscription prom 
it is not impossible that the Corinth, No. 6. 

base was erected at about the same time as the stones at Corinth 
and Sparta. 

The trihus Vinicia was a division of the city of Corinth under 
Roman rule.* The wording of the inscription leads us to think 
that the tribe Vinicia had formally chosen Agrippa as its patronus 
and wished thus to commemorate its choice; and in so doing 
they honored themselves as much as. their patron. It is possible 
that Agrippa was a patronus of the colonia Lavs lulia Corinthus 
and not of a single tribe, for we know from another inscription* 
that there was in Corinth a tribiis Agrippa. Had Agrippa 
wished to become the patronus of any tribus one would expect 
him to hold that relation to the tribe which bore his name. 

The majority of inscriptions erected in provincial towns to 
paironi state openly or imply clearly that the patronus is patronus 
' Cf. C.I.L. III, 493, at Sparta, which is dated 736-742 a.tj.c. = 1&-12 b o 
' I.G. Ill, 575. 

' A.J.A. XXII, 1918, pp. 195-197. 
* To be published shortly. 
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coloniae. An inscription much like this one at Corinth has been 
found at Gurza in Northern Africa.^ It reads L{ucio) Antonio 
Rogato Curiales curiae Antoniae patrono et . . . ; the re- 
mainder is lost. Here it will be noticed that the curia honors a 
patronus whose name it bears. 

Cnaeus Babbius Philintjs 

7 (Fig. 3) Marble epistyle block from a round building. 
Height 0.645 m. Length 1.70 m. Thickness 0.58 m. Dowel, 
pry, and clamp holes on top. Egg and dart and astragal mould- 



31'BABBIVS-PHILINVSAEDPONTIB 



— s^P- — f~*^ — — — — . , 



Figure 3.— Latin Iksckiption from Corinth, No. 7. 

ings almost completely destroyed. Letters 0.08 to 0.07 m. in 
height. Found June 17, 1907, southwest of the shop with a 
barrel-vaulted roof still preserved in the agora. 

Transcription : 
Cn(aeus) Babbius Philinus aed(iUs) pontif{ex) 
fqiuaestor) s{ua) p{ecunia) f(aciendum) c{uravit) idemque II vir 

p{osuit) or p{robavit) 

8 (Fig. 4) Marble block used as a base. Smooth on all sides. 
On top a rectangular cutting 0.785X0.285 m. for holding a 



N£n"VN0'5A^R 



Figure 4. — Latin Inscription from Corinth, No. 8. 
'C./i/. VIII, 72. 
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statue or a stele. Height of stone 0.31 m. Length 1.205 m. 
Width 0.565 m. Found June 25, 1907, not far from No. 7. 
Transcription: 

Cn{aeus) Babbius Philinus 
Neptuno sacr{um) 

9 (Fig. 5) Poros architrave block, now built into a late wall 
west of St. John's Church. Height 0.545 m. Length 1.55 m.; 
the stone was originally longer; the surface of the right end 

CNBABBIVSPHILII 

Figure 5. — Latin Inscription from Corinth, No. 9. 

shows later cutting. Thickness 0.55-0.49 m. Remains of 
cement stucco on the surface of the stone. Height of letters 
0.12 m. The drawing reproduces the letters only, as the location 
of the stone made the taking of measurements very difficult. 
Date of finding not known. 
Transcription : 

Cn{aeus) Babbius Philin{us) 

10 (Fig. 6) Fragment of a marble architectural block now in 
two pieces. Height 0. 25 m. Width 0.40 m. Thickness 0.66 m. 




BABBIV^ 




Figure 6. — Latin Inscription from Corinth, No. 10. 

Height of inscribed face 0.10 m. In the Museum at Corinth; no 
record of date or place of finding obtainable. 
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Cn{aeus) Babbius 



11 (Fig. 7) Fragment of marble architectural block. Meas- 
urements indicated in the cross section given with the drawing 



[VS- 




■j^OJCfiA 



Figure 7. — Latin Inscription from Corinth, No. 11. 

of the stone. Like No. 10, this stone is in the Museum at Cor- 
inth but without data concerning its discovery. 
Transcription : 

C\n{aeus) Babbi[us 

eius 

?6o? 



12 (Fig. 8) Top of a bluish marble slab. Length 0.28 m. 
Height 0.055 m. Thickness 0.095 m. Found April (?), 1898, 
place not recorded. Only the upper portion of the following 
letters preserved, Babbius P[hilinus]. The stone is too small to 
show what its original size and shape were; nor can we deter- 
mine the character of the monument of which it formed a part. 

The name of Cnaeus Babbius Philinus has come down to us in 
whole or in part in six inscriptions. Of these four are on blocks 



-AJJJXXAJX 



IP 



Figure 8. — Latin Inscription from Corinth, No. 12. 

belonging to buildings which Babbius caused to be erected. 
Number 7, as was noted above, was cut on a frieze block belong- 
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ing to the circular building of early Roman imperial times which 
replaced the Greek temple with an apse-like end.' The circular 
building stood near the ancient Greek fountain in the agora.^ 

Cnaeus Babbius Philinus was evidently a man of considerable 
wealth who held the offices of aedile, pontifex, quaestor perhaps, 
and duumvir. The office of pontifex is mentioned on another 
stone from Corinth.* The dedication to the sea-god may have 
marked an altar or a small temple of Neptune. 



PuBLius Caninius Agrippa 

13 (Fig. 9, a) Marble block. Height originally 0.40 m. With 
the exception of a small portion the original upper surface has 
been cut away 0.08 m. Width 0.535 m. Thickness 0.61 m. 




•M. 



*■ cr^.^<»»^. 



WlO'ALEXIAPAfi 
PA5'i>R0CVR'CAESA] 
*V|NC'ACHAfA£ 
avi N TA 
'^.wrUl/l Ml At TO 




FiGTJRE 9. — Latin Inscriptions prom Corinth: a, No. 13; b, No. 14. 

Lines 4 and 5, except the word Quinta, appear to have been added 
later. In the Museum at Corinth. Nothing is known concern- 
ing date and place of finding. 
Transcription: 

Piuhlio) Caninio Alexiadae 
f{ilio) Agrippae procur{aion) Caesa{ns) 
Aug{usti) provinc{iae) Achaiae 
Quinta 

14 (Fig. 9, b) Marble block much broken. The original surface 
is preserved on the top and possibly on the bottom, but the latter 

1 D. M. Robinson, 'Recent Archaeological Work in Greece,' A.J.A.XII, 1908, 
p. 67 (summary). 

' A set of drawings of the Roman building dedicated by Babbius has been 
made by H. D. Wood; see A. J. A. XII, 1908, Suppl. p. 15. 

' To be published shortly. For other instances of it in provincial towns see 
C.I.L. III, Index, p. 2522, s.v. 'pontifex.' 
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is very rough. Height 0.305 m. Width 0.39 m. Thickness 
0.52 m. Roughly cut moulding along upper edge of stone. 
Letters of line 4 are not so well cut as those in lines 1-3 and seem 
to be later. Line 4: First letter probably B; sixth letter seems 
to be R; the following letter, D, is somewhat better cut than 
the other letters in line 4. Found June (?), 1903, place not 
recorded. 

Transcription : 

Pivblio) Ca]ninio Alexiadiae) f{ilio) Co[r{nelia1) 

Agripp]ae procuriatori) Caesar{is) 

Augiusti) prov{inciae)] Achaiae 

b strar D patron{o) 

We have two inscriptions in honor of Publius Caninius Agrippa 
the son of Alexiadas, a procurator of the province Achaia, probably 
during the principate of Tiberius. Corinthian coins struck 
during this principate preserve the name P. Caninius Agrippa, 
recording also the fact that the man who bore the name was 
duumvir quinquennalis of Corinth.^ It seems almost certain 
that inscription and coins refer to the same man and we may 
conclude that the stone was erected during the reign of Tiberius. 
The last lines of both inscriptions appear to be in part, if not 
wholly, later additions and no satisfactory explanation of them 
has been found. It does not seem likely that this Caninius was 
related, — or at least not closely related, — to Caninius Rebilus 
the consul on the last day of December, 45 b.c. 

Qtjintus Cisptjleius Theophiltjs 

15 (Fig. 10, a) Base of white marble, broken at bottom, dowel 
hole in the top; it may have supported a statue. Height 0.51 
m. Width 0.425 m. Thickness 0.33 m. Found April 21, 1898, 
place not recorded. Line 6 : Some letters are missing at the right 
end of the line. 
Transcription : 

Q{uinto) Cispuleio 

Qiuinti) f{ilio) Aem{ilia trihu) 

Theophilo 

decurionalibus 

et aediliciis ornament{is) 

1 Cohen, I, p. 205. 
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d{ecreto) d{ecurionum) honor ato 
Q{uintus) Cisvul [eius 

The inscription tells its own story. A Roman citizen of Greek 
ancestry, judging from the cognomen, had held the local offices 
and received from the decuriones this mark of honor .^ The in- 
scription appears to have been set up by a relative. The con- 
clusion is lacking. 



Q<:i5PVLEIo| 
Q^^F-AEM 

THfOPHILO 
DECVKIONALIBYS 

D-D-MOWORATO 



iri'CLAVDlC 
|Tl;CLAVDi 

7HIFPAR.CH1F 
C^JR-ATTICO 

PRAETOR! Is 
ORNAMENT 

KNM0EX5C 
TVS 



Figure 10. — Latin Inscriptions from Corinth: a, No. 15; b, No. 16. 

Tiberius Claudius Atticus 

16 (Fig. 10, b) White marble block. Height 0.67 m. Width 
0.465 m. Thickness 0.33 m. Letters very well cut. Found 
May 23, 1896, place not recorded. Now in New Corinth. 
Transcription : 

Ti{berio) Claudio 

Ti{heni) Claudi(i) 

Hipparchi f{ilio) 

Quir{ina tribu) Attica 

praetoriis 

ornament(is) 

ornato ex s{enatus) c{onsuUo) 

l{aetus) liihens) v{otum) s{olvit) 



'For ornamenta decurionalia et aedilicia see Daremberg-Saglio, s.v. 'Orna- 
menta.' 
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It appears that this stone preserves the name of one of the 
leading citizens of Corinth, a Roman citizen of Greek Uneage, as 
the cognomina show, who received from the Senate at Rome the 
ornamenta praetoria} From the form of the letters the inscrip- 
tion probably belongs to the first century after Christ. The 
letters in the last line are somewhat puzzling. It is possible that 
we should read TIVS and perhaps interpret Ti{herius) v{ivus) 
s{ihi). In the reading given above it is assumed that the name 
of the person giving the inscription followed in a line now lost. 

L. R. Dean. 

Earlham College, 
Richmond, Indiana. 

1 For ornamenta praetoria see Daremberg-Saglio, s.v. 'Ornamenta.' 



